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… using Lego 
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Adjectives 

Words that are used to modify nouns: 
 small, quick, annoying, beautiful 

“I have an orange blowtorch,” 
said Edward.  

(adjective) 

(noun) 
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Adverb 

Give information about a verb, adjective or even 
another adverb: 
 clearly, soon, hopefully, sadly, happily 

Suddenly, Batman appeared!  
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Adverbials 

The children responded surprisingly well to pressure. 

As quickly as possible we tidied the room.  

Piglet ran quite slowly. 

An adverbial is a word phrase 
that identifies place (in the 

garden), time (on Friday), or 
manner (in a strange way). 
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Antonym 

An antonym is a word with an opposite meaning to 
another: 
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up 

hot 

day 

down 

cold 

night 



Apostrophes For Contraction 

Basically, a contraction is made up of two 
words slammed together. We usually use 

them in speech (informal). 

James’ coat was brown with golden buttons. He 
hadn’t had it very long. It made him feel brave, even 
though he was sitting outside Mr Goucher’s office; he 
still couldn’t believe he’d been caught.  
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Apostrophes For Possession 

Mr Brown’s cat, Kirk, was hidden under the bed. He 
tried to coax it out using one of Kirk’s favourite toys. 
But, unfortunately, the stubborn thing wouldn’t 
budge. Mr Brown couldn’t believe it! 

Apostrophes that show 
something belongs to 

someone or something. 

Can you identify the words that include an apostrophe for possession? 
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Commas 

The man dropped, the sweet in his mouth. 

Explain how the meaning of the sentence is changed when commas are added. 

The man dropped the sweet in his mouth. 

Commas are soft pauses which can 
alter the meaning of a sentence simply 

by the position of their placement. They 
allow the reader to breath. You can use 

living punctuation to identify where 
they should be placed.   
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Conjunctions 

David grabbed his coffee and 
headed for the door. 

Used to connect phrases, clauses and sentences. Some 
are subordinate, and some are co-ordinate: 

and, because, if, but, or, until 
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Co-ordinating Conjunctions 

Tony hates smoothies, yet he loves fruit juice. 

Co-ordinating conjunctions are placed between words 
or phrases with an equal rank:  

for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so (F.A.N.B.O.Y.S) 
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Compound Sentences 

Two or more clauses that are usually joined by a 
conjunction.  

Steven fell down and an ambulance 
was called. 
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Complex Sentences 

A main clause joined to one or more subordinate clauses. 

Wolverine extended his claws, raced down 
the stairs, snarled angrily and stormed into 
battle. 
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Determiners 

We went to three shops in the town centre, but we couldn’t 
find any peppers. 

Determiners modify nouns. They 
provide context to the noun, often in 
terms of quantity and possession. 
Determiners precede a noun or noun 
phrase. Determiners include articles 
such as – a, an and the.  
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First Person 

The writer is talking about themselves: 

I am an alien and I will 
destroy everybody! Nobody 
will escape my wrath! 
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Formal and Informal 
One sentence is formal, the other is informal. Can you identify which is which? 

Gingerly, the tall man climbed the ladder. 

“There isn’t time for this,” Frank moaned.  

Informal writing (jeans and t-shirt) will usually contain 
contractions (didn’t) and feel “speech like”. Formal 
writing (shirt and tie) will be constructed grammatically 
correctly throughout. 
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Function 
The function indicates the purpose of the sentences. 

statement 

question 

command 

exclamation 

Where are we now? 

Get out of my car. 

Children always seem to be inside. 

What a wonderful game! 
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Future Tense 

When something is going to happen. 

The T-Rex will eat Steven later! 
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Homophones 
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Homophones are words that have the same 
pronunciation, but different meaning, origin or 
spelling. 

their there they’re 



Main Clause 

Steven enjoyed skateboarding. 
(verb) 

A group of words that contains a verb and can stand alone.  

(verb) (noun) 
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Noun 

Words that identify a person, thing or idea. ‘Naming’ words:  

Lightsabres 
Common: refers to general things 
Proper: a specific person/place/thing 
Abstract: intangible ideas (love) 
Collective: Groups of people or things 
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Noun Phrase 

A noun phrase or nominal phrase is a phrase which has a noun as its head word, or 
which performs the same grammatical function as such a phrase. It can be spotted 
easily - you can always replace a noun phrase with the word ‘it’.  

The barbarian lifted his heavy 
sword and marched into battle. 
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Object 

The person or thing affected by the sentence’s verb. 

Greg threw his sword. 
 (subject)           (verb)                      (object) 
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Past Tense 

When something has already happened. 

The T-Rex has eaten Steven. 
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Phrase 

A small group of words that act as a meaningful 
unit within a clause but do not stand alone. 

A pile of books was on the desk. 
(Noun phrase) 

Tomorrow, we will be going home. 
(Verb phrase) 
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Possessive Pronoun 

Jeremy  was annoyed that his car was on fire.  

A possessive pronoun shows ownership 
– something that somebody possesses 

(hence the name).  

“Our knives are missing,” cried Mrs Jones. 

They could not find their weapons.  
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Prepositions 

Used to show the relationship between nouns and the 
other words in the sentence: 

under, over, on, in, with, between 

Black Widow jumped over the 
table and ran for the exit.  
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Present Tense 

The T-Rex is eating Steven. 

When something is happening right now. 
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Pronouns 

Used in place of a noun we already know: 
 I, you, we, her, mine, he, them, ours 

Superman took to the air. 
He enjoyed flying alone! 

Created by Oldfield Park Junior School  2017 



Relative Clause 

The astronaut, who was feeling tired, climbed 
from his ship. 

Relative clauses are subordinate clauses – usually 
embedded. They give information about a noun 
and will start with who, which, whom and that. 
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Relative Pronouns 

After lunch, we went back on the roller coaster 
rides that we’d already been on. 

We use relative pronouns after a noun to make it 
clear which person or thing we are talking about. 

They tell us more about a person or a thing.  
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Second Person 

Dear Joker, 
 I believe strongly that you 
should bake me a cake. 
 
Love Batman x 

The writer is talking directly to the reader: 
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Simple Sentences 

Steven fell down. 

A group of words which contain a verb and make sense 
on its own with only one main clause.  
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Subject 

 (subject)                                                     (object) 

Sarah enjoyed creating potions. 

The person or thing that a sentence is about. 
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Subordinate Clause 

A secondary clause, which depends on a main clause to 
make sense. 

Steven, who was not very co-ordinated, 
enjoyed skateboarding in the park. 
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Subordinating Conjunctions 

A subordinating conjunction joins a main clause to a 
subordinate clause. 

Until we get a television, we won’t be 
able to watch the matches. 
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Subjunctive Form 

If I were you I’d accept. 

This is a challenging one! The 
subjunctive is a verb form or mood 
used to express things that could or 
should happen. It is used to express 
wishes, hopes, commands, demands 

or suggestions. 

I would like to be President. 

I demand that they be counted again. 
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Synonym 

A synonym is a word or phrase that means exactly the 
same thing (or nearly the same thing) as another in the 
same language. 
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happy 

cheerful 

joyful 

merry 



Third Person 

Katniss woke that morning 
unsure of what the new day 
might bring.  
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The writer is talking about someone or something else.  



Verbs 

A subject needs a verb to express an action or state of 
being. Be careful, some verbs can be nouns – shop and 
shop.  

Wildstyle ran quickly to the park.   
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