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Oldfield Park Junior School 
 

Oldfield Park Junior School Religious Education (RE) Policy 

 

Religious Education is a statutory part of the basic curriculum.  It has equal 

standing in relation to the foundation subjects and must be taught in 

accordance with the county’s Agreed Syllabus.  The school follows the 

Somerset Agreed Syllabus: Awareness, Mystery and Value. 

 

As part of the curriculum, Religious Education should play its part in 

promoting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development 

of pupils. 

 

 

1. What we believe   

RE is fundamentally concerned with an exploration of the important aspects 

of life and what it’s like to be human. It provides opportunities for pupils to 

ask questions seek answers and develop ideas in a quest to discover more 

about their own identity and that of others. RE can provide a context for the 

exploration of moral and ethical opinions and dilemmas by learning about 

lifestyles and behaviour in real, historical and fictional situations. It can help 

our pupils to understand the power and meaning of belief and religion for 

individuals and communities in the United Kingdom and across the world.  

 

Within their learning in RE, pupils develop specific attitudes that are open, 

reflective, and critical and a skill base which allows them to be curious, play 
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with ideas, empathise, listen, imagine, question, make links and reason. They 

need to appreciate the ‘uncomfortableness’ of the unknown. 

 

For us at Oldfield Park Junior School, it is important that all our enquiries 

within RE relate to clearly defined concepts in order to develop purposeful 

and relevant learning. We constantly ask ourselves the questions; ‘Why are 

we learning/teaching this? Where is this learning taking me?’ 

 

2. Specific objectives and key aims 

In RE at our school we aim to enable pupils to: 

 

     Learn about religion by:  

 developing a knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs                                              

      and teachings; 

 developing a knowledge and understanding of religious 

      practices and lifestyles; 

 explaining meanings within religious language, story and                                            

symbolism. 

 

Learn from religion by: 

 reflecting on aspects of human nature, identity, personality and 

experience especially in the light of one’s own beliefs and 

experiences; 

 identifying and responding to questions about the nature, meaning 

and purpose of life; 

 giving informed and considered responses to religious and moral 

issues. 

 

 

3. Religious Education Curriculum Planning 

RE at our school follows ‘Awareness, Mystery and Value’. 

Planning for RE occurs in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-

term. The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education gives a detailed outline of 

what we teach in the long term.  

 

Long-term planning in RE provides an overview of when the syllabus units of 

study are to be covered throughout the school.   

Our medium-term RE plans give broad details of the main teaching objectives 

for each term. They ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work 

across each term and are used and applied in line with our general principles 

of learning and teaching.  
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Throughout religious education, the development of skills and attitudes is 

planned for as well as progression in knowledge and understanding.  Pupils 

engage in a variety of activities that are structured to allow opportunity for 

reflection, exploration of beliefs and values, questioning and enquiry, 

investigation and personal response. 

 

 

4. Teaching Religious Education to pupils with special needs 

All pupils have an entitlement to high quality RE, whatever their ability. It is 

part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 

education for all pupils. We provide learning opportunities that are matched 

to the needs of specific groups of pupils. Learning takes into account the 

targets set for individual pupils in their individual education plans (My 

Plans). Teachers support learning by selecting and developing practical, 

interactive and visual strategies and materials.  

 

5   Assessment and recording    

The assessments that teachers make as part of every RE lesson help them to 

adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term assessments closely 

to the teaching objectives. Teachers concentrate on being aware of who has 

not reached the objective and who has far exceeded the objective. They note 

achievement and progress by assessing the pupils’ work against the learning 

objectives for their lessons.  

  

6 Resources 

We have a range of resources to support the teaching of RE across the school. 

This includes collections of artefacts for each of the major world religions, 

collections of teacher and pupils’ books on these religions. Most of these 

resources are kept in our central resource area but further books are available 

to pupils in the school library and classrooms.  

 

7 Monitoring and review 

Monitoring of the standards of pupils’ work and of the quality of teaching in 

RE is the responsibility of the head teacher along with the RE subject leader. 

The work of the subject leader also involves being informed about current 

developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for 

the subject in the school.  
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8 Conclusion 

Religious Education provides children with the skills and opportunities 

needed both to learn about religion and to learn from religion.  In doing this, 

it makes important contributions to their personal development, enabling 

them to consider some of the ultimate questions about human life and to 

grow in understanding and respect for themselves and others. 
 


