
English - Wednesday 

Grammar - prepositions 



What is a preposition? 

The next two weeks in English, you will be 
writing a description of our chosen piece of art, 
‘Daisy Fairy’. In order to make your description 
really clear, the use of prepositions will be very 
helpful. 

So what are they? 



What is a preposition? 

A preposition is a word that shows where 
something is in relation to something else, or 
when something happened. 

 

Prepositions are always followed by a noun, a 
pronoun or a noun phrase. 



What is a preposition? 

Miss Fox runs in the park.   This preposition shows  
    where something was. 
 
She runs before breakfast. This preposition shows when 
    something took place. 
 
She runs across the grass. This preposition shows the 
    movement of where 
something was. 

 
Can you see the nouns or noun phrases that follow the 
preposition? I’ve underlined them for you. 
 



Identifying a preposition? 

Can you identify the prepositions in these 
sentences? 

Mrs Green went on the roller coaster. 

She waved as she raced past us. 

Miss Campbell felt ill after the wild ride. 

  



Answers  

Can you identify the prepositions in these 
sentences? 

Mrs Green went on the roller coaster. 

She waved as she raced past us. 

Miss Campbell felt ill after the wild ride. 

  



Writing a preposition 

Copy these sentences and choose the best 
preposition to complete them. 

• The teddy is …….. the table. 

• The boy is …….. the chair. 

• The cat is …….. the chair. 

• The lamp is …… the table. 

• The table is ……. the chair. 



Answers  

Copy these sentences and choose the best 
preposition to complete them. 

 

• The teddy is under / beneath the table. 

• The boy is behind the chair. 

• The cat is on the chair. 

• The lamp is on the table. 

• The table is next to / beside the chair. 



Identifying a preposition 

Copy the sentences below and underline the 
preposition in each one: 

1. The waiter put flowers on the tables. 

2. I’ve been playing the violin since 2012. 

3. I hid behind the door to surprise him. 

4. He felt sick from too many sweets. 

5. I found the money after a good search. 

6. I can’t go because of my dad’s birthday. 



Answers  

Copy the sentences below and underline the 
preposition in each one: 

1. The waiter put flowers on the tables. 

2. I’ve been playing the violin since 2012. 

3. I hid behind the door to surprise him. 

4. He felt sick from too many sweets. 

5. I found the money after a good search. 

6. I can’t go because of my dad’s birthday. 



Choosing a preposition 

Copy the sentences below and choose a suitable 
preposition from the box to complete each sentence: 

 

 

a) Mike’s been playing tennis ……10 o’clock this morning. 

b) You need to wash your hands …….dinner. 

c) We played golf from 9am …..12pm. 

d) The film’s almost finished – it’s ……the end. 

e) The referee handed out two red cards …..the match. 

before          until         since         during          near 



Answers  

Copy the sentences below and choose a suitable 
preposition from the box to complete each sentence: 
 
 
a) Mike’s been playing tennis since 10 o’clock this 

morning. 
b) You need to wash your hands before dinner. 
c) We played golf from 9am until 12pm. 
d) The film’s almost finished – it’s near the end. 
e) The referee handed out two red cards during the 

match. 



Choosing a preposition 

Copy the sentences below choosing which 
preposition would be the best choice in each one: 
I. Ollie lived in a house by / in the seaside. 
II. They left the presents on / aboard the table. 
III. I felt really tired after / since my swimming 

lesson. 
IV. Andy ordered a pizza without / except cheese. 
V. We walked slowly towards / among the 

classroom. 
VI. My cat loves to sleep in / between the laundry 

basket. 



Answers  

Copy the sentences below choosing which 
preposition would be the best choice in each one: 

I. Ollie lived in a house by the seaside. 

II. They left the presents on  the table. 

III. I felt really tired after my swimming lesson. 

IV. Andy ordered a pizza without cheese. 

V. We walked slowly towards the classroom. 

VI. My cat loves to sleep in the laundry basket. 



Creating your own preposition 

Complete the sentences below making sure to 
use a preposition: 

I left my homework……. 

We went for burgers……. 

 

Challenge – 

Can you create your own sentence with a 

preposition? 


