
Reading at Home
Using VIPERS to improve your child’s reading comprehension



What is VIPERS?
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 
reading domains as part of the UK’s reading 
curriculum. They are the key areas the children 
need to know and understand in order to improve 
their comprehension of texts (although VIPERS can 
be used in other situations too).

VIPERS stands for:

Vocabulary

Inference

Prediction

Explanation

Retrieval

Summarise/Sequence

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading 
and not the mechanics: decoding, fluency etc. As such, 
VIPERS is not a reading scheme, but rather a method of 
ensuring that adults ask, and the children are familiar with, a 
range of questions. They allow the adult to track the type of 
questions asked and the children’s responses to these which 
allows for targeted questioning afterwards.

This is how we develop the children’s comprehension in school 
and (because it makes sense) something we feel can be easily 
replicated at home. On the following pages you will find a brief 
overview of the 6 reading domains VIPERS focuses on, and – with 
a little bit of practice – we’re pretty sure you’ll be generating 
your own questions as you read alongside your child. 



What are the 6 domains?
Vocabulary

Inference

Prediction

Put simply, “What does this word mean?” Fluent readers in particular can give the 
impression that they’ve understood everything they’ve read just because of their ability 
to decode quickly – do not be fooled. It’s worth saying that if you yourself are uncertain 
about a word’s meaning there’s no shame in using a dictionary or Google to jointly find 
the answer – in fact, it’s an essential part of the process. I do it all the time!

This is one of the harder domains to explain. Children become more exposed to inference
in books as they move through junior school. Instead of the author telling the reader that 
a character is feeling “sad” (Tom was sad) the feeling might be inferred or implied
through action (Tom walked slowly home or a tear trickled down Tom’s cheek) leading to 
a question like – “How do we know Tom is feeling sad?” 
You may notice that the icon accompanying the word Inference is Detective Pikachu, this 
is because when we talk to the children about inference we tell them that they will have 
to be like detectives looking for clues in the text to help them come up with an answer. 

Can the child make SENSIBLE predictions about the characters and events in a story? If 
their predictions are somewhat unrelated to the text (“What do you think will happen 
next to Little Red Riding Hood?” “I think she’ll discover a time travel portal operated by 
aliens!”) it could be that they are struggling to follow the strands of the narrative. 
Likewise, it’s a good way of gauging a child’s understanding of a character regarding what 
they might do, or not do, next based on what we know about their personalities already. 



Explanation

Retrieval

Summarise
Sequence 

If Retrieval questions are the simplest domain, Explanations are generally the most 
complex. They usually require the children to give a detailed response, possibly even 
giving EVIDENCE to support their answer (something they will develop even further 
upon reaching secondary school). For example: “I know this because it says in the text, 
“*********”. Although, all children across the school will encounter Explanation 
questions, they occur more frequently in the upper school with a greater emphasis on 
providing supporting evidence (sometimes in the form of a quotation). 

One of the simpler VIPERS domains to explain. Children retrieve information from a text 
all of the time. It is one of the very first skills they learn. The information is usually 
explicit rather than implicit. For example – Tom wore a blue balaclava. We would ask, 
“What colour was Tom’s balaclava?” The icon being used is a robber – he’s literally 
stealing what’s in front of him. Retrieval answers are ALWAYS right there on the page.

It seems a simple question – “Can you summarise the events of the story?” But, it is a 
surprisingly challenging domain to master. Retelling a story concisely can be difficult. 
Likewise, recounting a story and placing the events in the correct sequential order is not 
always easy. Reading comprehension isn’t a memory test though, children should be 
encouraged to read back through a text and identify the key points in the story in order 
to help them complete the given question accurately. 

What are the 6 domains?



• Read the first chapter to your child for fun – this can be a shared experience or (if you have an able child) let them lead the 
way. You might want to ask Prediction questions during this read through.

• Look at the questions we’ve provided – there’s a variety of questions here and (under no circumstances) should you 
attempt to get your child to answer every single one. Choose the questions you feel are applicable to your child and their 
understanding.

• Read the chapter a second time – pause from time to time to discuss and ask questions (with the Prediction questions you 
might do this during the first run through). How much do they actually understand about the text?

• Do they know what type of question is being asked – it’s sometimes fun to pose the question: If we’re thinking about 
VIPERS, what kind of question is it I’m asking? Quite quickly the children are able to state whether a question is Retrieval
based, or about the Vocabulary. It gets you in good practice too! 

Remember (and this is REALLY important) – these are transferable skills. You can use VIPERS with any book your child brings 
home. 

(In fact, it works in most situations – whilst watching a movie, walking in the park etc. etc. Comprehension isn’t just about reading!) 

Ch.2



Questions for Page.15

1)Why do you suppose the chapter is called, 
“The Pool of Tears”?

2)What does the word, “curious” mean?

3)“Now I’m opening out like the largest 
telescope that ever was!” What’s happening 
to Alice? Explain your answer.

4)What does the word, “surprised” mean?



Questions for Page.16

1)What is Alice talking about in the opening 
paragraph?

2)Can you explain why there is an address 
towards the bottom of the page?

3)What does the word, “nonsense” mean?

4)How tall was Alice?



Questions for Page.17

1)Why can’t Alice go through the door?

2)Copy a word that means: “embarrassed or 
guilty.”

3)If you measured Alice’s tears, how much 
would you have?

4)What was the White Rabbit holding?



Questions for Page.18-19

1)“The Rabbit started violently,” What does 
this tell you about how the Rabbit was 
feeling? Explain how you know this.

2)What did Alice do with the fan once she’d 
picked it up?

3)Who is Alice sure she is not?



Questions for Page.20

1)What is the capital of Paris (according to 
Alice)?

2)What is the capital of Rome (according 
to Alice)?

3)Why does she think she must be Mabel?

4)Copy the word that means, “to sound 
rough or harsh”.



Questions for Page.21

1)Why is Alice feeling sad?

2)What had Alice put on without realising?

3)Why doesn’t Alice want to be Mabel?



Questions for Page.22

1)How tall is Alice NOW?

2)How did she measure herself?

3)“That was a narrow escape!” What does 
Alice mean by that?

4)Copy a word that means the same thing as: 
“continued survival” or “state of living”.



Questions for Page.23

1)What is a, “bathing machine”?

2)Where did the salty water come from?

3)What does Alice wish?

4)What did the children on the beach use to 
dig with?



Questions for Page.24

1)What did Alice think was causing all the 
splashing?

2)“Everything is so out-of-the-way down 
here.” Can you explain what Alice might 
mean by this?

3)What does Alice attempt to do next?



Questions for Page.25

1)Copy a word that means the same thing as: 
“eager for knowledge or to investigate”.

2)What does the mouse do instead of speak?

3)Why doesn’t Alice think it replied?

4)Why is Alice wrong to assume it is French? 
Explain your answer.



Questions for Page.26

1)Why does Alice want to show the mouse 
Dinah?

2)What does Alice say Dinah does by the fire?

3)“She’s such a capital one for catching mice.” 
We don’t use this expression any more –
what might it mean?



Questions for Page.27

1)Why is the mouse trembling?

2)What three words does the mouse 
use to describe cats?

3)Why does Alice want to “change 
the subject”? Explain your answer.

4)What does Alice talk about 
instead?



Questions for Page.28

1)Why has the mouse swum away?

2)What else was in the pool?

3)Can you summarise this chapter 
into four simple sentences?



ANSWERS:

Page 15:
1) Accept any sensible answer 

linked with sadness or with the 
character discovering a “pool”.

2) Curious – eager to know or 
learn something.

3) Answers that evidence the 
fact that she is getting 
bigger (her feet looking 
small for example).

4) Surprising – something 
astonishing or unexpected 
occurring.

Page 16:
1) She’s worried about how far 

away her feet have become.
2) It’s the address of her feet –

she wants to send them a 
present.

3) Spoken or written words 
that have no meaning or 
make no sense.

4) More than nine feet tall.

Page 17:
1) She was now too big and 

tall.
2) Ashamed.
3) A gallon.
4) Kid gloves and a large fan.

Page 18-19:
1) Startled, surprised, scared. 

We know this because his 
gloves and fan and runs off.

2) She started to fan herself 
because it was very hot. 

3) Ada and Mabel.

Page 20:
1) London.
2) Paris
3) Because Mabel doesn’t 

know much, and right now 
neither does Alice.

4) Hoarse.

Page 21:
1) She’s not sure who she is. 

She can’t remember any of 
her learning properly. 

2) The gloves.
3) Mabel doesn’t have many 

toys and she doesn’t like her 
poky little house (and she 
has many lessons to learn).

Page 22:
1) About two feet high.
2) By standing next to the 

table.
3) A nasty or deadly situation 

has been avoided. If she’d 
carried on fanning she might 
have disappeared!

4) Existence.

Page 23:
1) In Victorian times they 

allowed bathers to change in 
privacy.

2) Alice’s tears.
3) That she hadn’t cried so 

much.
4) Wooden spades.

Page 24:
1) A walrus or hippo (possibly a 

mouse).
2) Everything is not as it should 

be – strange. If they give 
some EVIDENCE to support 
this (a prior event that was 
strange) that really shows 
understanding.

3) She attempts to speak 
Mouse.

Page 25:
1) Inquisitively
2) It winks at Alice.
3) Because it’s French.
4) There’s nothing in the text 

to suggest it is French. It 
could have not answered for 
many reasons. 

Page 26:
1) Because the mouse doesn’t 
like cats and Alice considers 
Dinah nice.

2) Sits and purrs, licks her paws, 
washes her face, she’s soft to 
touch.
3) It’s something Dinah is 
EXCELLENT at.

Page 27:
1) It’s terrified even though 

Alice is trying to put it at 
ease.

2) Nasty, low, vulgar.
3) The mouse hates cats and 

Alice is making things worse. 
Any EVIDENCE from the text 
to support the Mouse’s 
position would help.

4) She talks about a nice little 
dog.

Page 28:
1) Alice has offended it AGAIN.
2) Birds and animals that had 

also fallen in.
3) Various answers that sum up 

the story chronologically 
into four simple sentences.


