
Reading at Home
Using VIPERS to improve your child’s reading comprehension



What is VIPERS?
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 
reading domains as part of the UK’s reading 
curriculum. They are the key areas the children 
need to know and understand in order to improve 
their comprehension of texts (although VIPERS can 
be used in other situations too).

VIPERS stands for:

Vocabulary

Inference

Prediction

Explanation

Retrieval

Summarise/Sequence

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading 
and not the mechanics: decoding, fluency etc. As such, 
VIPERS is not a reading scheme, but rather a method of 
ensuring that adults ask, and the children are familiar with, a 
range of questions. They allow the adult to track the type of 
questions asked and the children’s responses to these which 
allows for targeted questioning afterwards.

This is how we develop the children’s comprehension in school 
and (because it makes sense) something we feel can be easily 
replicated at home. On the following pages you will find a brief 
overview of the 6 reading domains VIPERS focuses on, and – with 
a little bit of practice – we’re pretty sure you’ll be generating 
your own questions as you read alongside your child. 



What are the 6 domains?
Vocabulary

Inference

Prediction

Put simply, “What does this word mean?” Fluent readers in particular can give the 
impression that they’ve understood everything they’ve read just because of their ability 
to decode quickly – do not be fooled. It’s worth saying that if you yourself are uncertain 
about a word’s meaning there’s no shame in using a dictionary or Google to jointly find 
the answer – in fact, it’s an essential part of the process. I do it all the time!

This is one of the harder domains to explain. Children become more exposed to inference
in books as they move through junior school. Instead of the author telling the reader that 
a character is feeling “sad” (Tom was sad) the feeling might be inferred or implied
through action (Tom walked slowly home or a tear trickled down Tom’s cheek) leading to 
a question like – “How do we know Tom is feeling sad?” 
You may notice that the icon accompanying the word Inference is Detective Pikachu, this 
is because when we talk to the children about inference we tell them that they will have 
to be like detectives looking for clues in the text to help them come up with an answer. 

Can the child make SENSIBLE predictions about the characters and events in a story? If 
their predictions are somewhat unrelated to the text (“What do you think will happen 
next to Little Red Riding Hood?” “I think she’ll discover a time travel portal operated by 
aliens!”) it could be that they are struggling to follow the strands of the narrative. 
Likewise, it’s a good way of gauging a child’s understanding of a character regarding what 
they might do, or not do, next based on what we know about their personalities already. 



Explanation

Retrieval

Summarise
Sequence 

If Retrieval questions are the simplest domain, Explanations are generally the most 
complex. They usually require the children to give a detailed response, possibly even 
giving EVIDENCE to support their answer (something they will develop even further 
upon reaching secondary school). For example: “I know this because it says in the text, 
“*********”. Although, all children across the school will encounter Explanation 
questions, they occur more frequently in the upper school with a greater emphasis on 
providing supporting evidence (sometimes in the form of a quotation). 

One of the simpler VIPERS domains to explain. Children retrieve information from a text 
all of the time. It is one of the very first skills they learn. The information is usually 
explicit rather than implicit. For example – Tom wore a blue balaclava. We would ask, 
“What colour was Tom’s balaclava?” The icon being used is a robber – he’s literally 
stealing what’s in front of him. Retrieval answers are ALWAYS right there on the page.

It seems a simple question – “Can you summarise the events of the story?” But, it is a 
surprisingly challenging domain to master. Retelling a story concisely can be difficult. 
Likewise, recounting a story and placing the events in the correct sequential order is not 
always easy. Reading comprehension isn’t a memory test though, children should be 
encouraged to read back through a text and identify the key points in the story in order 
to help them complete the given question accurately. 

What are the 6 domains?



• Read the first chapter to your child for fun – this can be a shared experience or (if you have an able child) let them lead the 
way. You might want to ask Prediction questions during this read through.

• Look at the questions we’ve provided – there’s a variety of questions here and (under no circumstances) should you 
attempt to get your child to answer every single one. Choose the questions you feel are applicable to your child and their 
understanding.

• Read the chapter a second time – pause from time to time to discuss and ask questions (with the Prediction questions you 
might do this during the first run through). How much do they actually understand about the text?

• Do they know what type of question is being asked – it’s sometimes fun to pose the question: If we’re thinking about 
VIPERS, what kind of question is it I’m asking? Quite quickly the children are able to state whether a question is Retrieval
based, or about the Vocabulary. It gets you in good practice too! 

Remember (and this is REALLY important) – these are transferable skills. You can use VIPERS with any book your child brings 
home. 

(In fact, it works in most situations – whilst watching a movie, walking in the park etc. etc. Comprehension isn’t just about reading!) 

Ch.1



Questions for Page.1

1) Why do you think the chapter is called, 
“Down the Rabbit Hole”? 

2) Where does it say Alice is sitting?

3) What is a “bank” in the context of this story?

4) How is Alice feeling?

5) What is Alice’s sister doing?



Questions for Page.2

1) What does the word “considering” mean?

2) “What is the use of a book without pictures or 
conversations?” What does this tell us about Alice?

3) What does the word “remarkable” mean?

4) Why do you suppose Alice is unsurprised upon hearing 
the Rabbit speak? 

5) Can you explain why the word “very” is written in italics?

6) Alice seems quite lazy. What evidence can you find to 
support this?  

7) What animal did Alice see wearing a waistcoat?



Questions for Page.3

1) What does the word “dipped” mean?

2) Alice was, “burning with curiosity”. What might this mean?

3) What, “filled the sides of the well”? 



Questions for Page.4

1) “How brave they’ll think me at home!” Why does Alice 
think this?

2) How far is it to the centre of the Earth, according to Alice?

3) What was written on the jar that Alice took? 



Questions for Page.5

1) What are, “longitude and latitude”?

2) Did Alice use the right word when she says 
“Antipathies”? What does it mean?

3) What two countries does Alice think she’ll 
possibly arrive in?

4) What does it mean to, “curtsey”?



Questions for Page.6

1) Who is Dinah?

2) What does it mean if something is, 
“overheard”? 

3) Why do you suppose Alice wants her cat?

4) What sort of way did Alice say, “Do cats eat 
bats?”

5) What did Alice land on?



Questions for Page.7

1) “Away went Alice like the wind,” Can you explain what this means?

2) What does the word, “alas” mean?

3) Can you explain why Alice, “walked sadly”?

4) How many legs did the table have?



Questions for Page.8

1) “Her great delight…” What does the word “delight” mean?

2) “Not much larger than a rat hole.” Can you explain why 
the author has chosen to describe the passage this way? 

3) How tall was the door behind the curtain?

4) Can you copy the phrase that describes the key that fits 
the lock?



Questions for Page.9

1) “Oh, how I wish I could shut up like a telescope!” 
What does Alice mean by this?

2) “Which certainly was not here before.” What does 
this tell the reader?

3) What was written on the bottle’s paper label?

4) Will Alice drink from the bottle? Why do you think 
this?



Questions for Page.10

1) What is a, “poker”?

2) Alice says that if you drink from a bottle marked 
poison it is, “certain to disagree with you sooner or 
later.” What does she mean by this?

3) Do you think Alice should drink from the bottle? 
Explain your answer. 



Questions for Page.11

1) What does the word “ventured” mean?

2) “I must be shutting up like a telescope.” What can you infer 
from Alice’s statement?

3) The bottle was NOT marked “poison” so Alice tastes it. Why is 
this NOT a wise thing to do? Explain your answer.

4) How tall was Alice after drinking from the bottle?

5) “Going out like a candle.” Can you explain what Alice means?



Questions for Page.12 - 13

1) “Box her own ears.” What does this phrase mean? (p12)

2) Why couldn’t Alice go out into the garden?

3) What is, “croquet”? (p13)

4) Explain why Alice says, “Which way? Which way?” (p13)



Questions for Page.14

1) What do you think will happen next?

2) Can you summarise the story into four simple sentences?

3) Can you place the events of this chapter into the correct order?

Alice sees a Rabbit wearing a waistcoat. 

1 Alice is sitting on a bank with her sister. 

Alice falls down a deep hole. 

Alice drinks from a bottle and becomes smaller.

Alice eats some cake. 

Alice finds a bottle that says, “drink me”.



ANSWERS:

Page 1:
1) Because the main character is 

probably going to end up going 
down into a rabbit hole.

2) On a bank.
3) It says she is feeling very tired.
4) Reading a book.

Page 2:
1) Consider - think carefully about 

(something), typically before 
making a decision.

2) She doesn’t enjoy reading 
books that aren’t fictional/fun.

3) Remarkable - worthy of 
attention; striking.

4) It says a number of times that 
Alice is tired – she is feeling 
sleepy and stupid. 

5) The author is drawing 
attention to how the reader 
reads that particular word –
he’s drawing attention to it.

6) Any passages that support the 
idea – e.g. making a daisy chain 
felt too much like hard work.

7) A Rabbit.

Page 3:
1) To go down to a lower level.
2) She was really curious. She 

really wanted to know more.
3) Bookshelves, cupboards, maps 

and pictures on pegs.

Page 4:
1) Because she’s fallen so far 

she’ll never be afraid of heights 
again. Everyone will admire her 
for it.

2) Four thousand miles.
3) ORANGE MARMALADE.

Page 5:
1) A way of pinpointing places on 

a globe. 
2) No she didn’t. It means a 

feeling of hostility towards 
something.

3) New Zealand or Australia.
4) Curtsey - A gesture of respect 

or reverence made chiefly by 
women by bending the knees 
with one foot forward and 
lowering the body.

Page 6:
1) Alice’s cat.
2) Overhead - over one's head.
3) She is worried that no one will 

look after the cat, but she 
might also be feeling lonely 
and scared.

4) In a dreamy sort of way.
5) A heap of sticks and dry leaves.

Page 7:
1) It means she is moving very 

quickly, because the wind can 
be quite quick.

2) Alas – an exclamation used to 
express grief, pity or concern.

3) It says “she tried every door.” 
She wanted to catch the Rabbit 
but couldn’t.

8) Three legs.

Page 8:
1) Delight – great pleasure.
2) He’s telling us how 

incredibly small it is by 
comparing to something we 
understand – a rat hole. 

3) About fifteen inches high.
4) The little golden key.

Page 9:
1) She wants to become really 

small like a folded up 
telescope so that she can fit 
through the door.

2) The bottle has appeared. It 
was not there one minute, 
but there the next.

3) DRINK ME.
4) Yes, because the story needs 

to move forward and this is 
a story. No, because it’s a 
really dangerous thing to do.

Page 10:
1) Poker - a specially hardened 

steel for use in a fire. 
2) That it will probably kill you.
3) Yes, because I want to see 

what happens next. If she 
doesn’t she’s a bit stuck.

Page 11:
1) An undertaking which might 

lead to uncertainty. A risky or 
hazardous undertaking.

2) Alice is becoming smaller.
3) Because it could still be 

poison, with or without a label.
4) Ten inches high.
5) Disappear completely. Snuffed 

out like a candle – what does 
that look like?

Page 12/13:
1) To be hit or struck on the side 

of the head.
2) She’d left the key on the table.
3) a game played on a lawn, in 

which wooden balls are driven 
through a series of square-
topped hoops by means of 
mallets

4) She wasn’t sure if the cake was 
going to make her bigger or 
smaller still.

Page 14: 
1) Accept plausible answers that 

feel in keeping with the story. 
2) Can they? Children really 

struggle with this.
3) 2,1,3,5,6,4


