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Monday 21st September 2020 

 

Morning Parents/Carers, 

  

Further to my letter last week, just a quick update regarding attendance given the current 

situation. I’m pleased to inform you that attendance has been high and averaging 96% which 

is similar to that prior to lockdown. Many thanks for your support in this. However 

attendance has slightly fallen which, understandably, can be put down to the return to 

school sniffles and colds. This has been a national trend and, as a result, we have received 

further guidance from the DfE about managing attendance. It is clear that parents/carers 

should look carefully at any symptoms their child/children are experiencing to be really sure 

that they are displaying COVID-19 related symptoms and not simply those associated with 

common coughs and colds. In a nutshell, the DfE are noting that if you would have sent 

your child to school before lockdown with the symptoms they are exhibiting, then the 

general advice from the government is you should still send them to school now.  

 

The key symptoms (taken from the Government website) to look out for are: 

 

- A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back. 

- A new and continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour or 3 

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours. 

- A loss or change to your sense of smell and taste – this means you’ve noticed you 

cannot smell or taste anything or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

On the following page is a flow chart to help you with home diagnosis. Support and advice 

is available from the NHS and don’t hesitate to phone 111 or 119. 

 

Finally, here’s a really useful link to the BBC News website which reinforces the message: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299 and I hope it helps. 

 

As always, many thanks for your support and please do take care and stay safe. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr Dave Goucher 

Headteacher. 
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