
English grammar – Tuesday  

Clauses in a sentence 



What is a clause? 

Sentences are made up of 
clauses. 

A main clause makes 
sense on its own. 

A subordinate clause 
gives extra information 
but it doesn’t make sense 
on its own. 

Fred shouted at Bill. 

because he got the 

answer wrong. 

Fred shouted at Bill because he got the answer wrong. 



Identify the clause type 

Are these main clauses or subordinate clauses? 

 
Main clause Subordinate clause  

when you’re ready 

unless you disagree 

Katie reads a lot 

it has to go 

because he’s got too 
much 



Answers  

Are these main clauses or subordinate clauses? 

 Main clause Subordinate clause  

when you’re ready √ 
 

unless you disagree √ 
 

Katie reads a lot √ 
 

it has to go √ 
 

 
 

because he’s got too 
much 

 
 

√ 
 



Identify the clause type 

Copy these sentences and underline the main 
clauses in each one. (Remember, the main clause will make 

sense on its own.) 

• If Mr Goucher doesn’t arrive soon, I'm going without 
him. 

• The boys don’t mind school although the park is more 
fun. 

• Mrs Green went back to bed while I made her some 
soup. 

• We’re going out for dinner because it is Miss Fox’s 
birthday. 

• Despite the bad weather, they had a great holiday. 

 



Answers  

Copy these sentences and underline the main clauses in 
each one. (Remember, the main clause will make sense on its 
own.) 

• If Mr Goucher doesn’t arrive soon, I'm going without 
him. 

• The boys don’t mind school although the park is more 
fun. 

• Mrs Green went back to bed while I made her some 
soup. 

• We’re going out for dinner because it is Miss Fox’s 
birthday. 

• Despite the bad weather, they had a great holiday. 
 



Identify the clause type 

Copy these sentences and underline the 
subordinate clauses in each one. (Remember, the 

subordinate clause will NOT make sense on its own.) 

1. I sometimes watch TV while eating my 
breakfast. 

2. After the news has finished, Dad goes to bed. 

3. Although she is funny, Nicole can be quite 
annoying. 

4. We’re going to go for a walk even if it rains. 



Answers  

Copy these sentences and underline the 
subordinate clauses in each one. (Remember, the 

subordinate clause will NOT make sense on its own.) 

1. I sometimes watch TV while eating my 
breakfast. 

2. After the news has finished, Dad goes to bed. 

3. Although she is funny, Nicole can be quite 
annoying. 

4. We’re going to go for a walk even if it rains. 

 



Creating sentences with two clauses 

Now it is your turn: 
i. Create 3 sentences where you link two clauses using the 

word ‘because’. 
ii. Create 3 sentences where you link two clauses using the 

word ‘although’. 
iii. Create 3 sentences where you link two clauses using the 

word ‘which’. 
 

Check that they make sense.  

Can you identify the main clause (it will make sense on its 
own) and the subordinate clause (it won’t make sense on its 
own) in each of your sentences? 

 


