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Monday 1st March 2021 
LQ: Can I use inverted commas for speech? 

In week three we will be writing our own fantasy stories!  

Today you will be practicing using inverted commas so that you know how 
to write speech into your stories. 

 

Success Criteria: 

- I can identify where speech is in a text. 

- I can use nouns to describe who is saying something. 

- I can use verbs to describe how someone says something. 

 



Starter 

“Look out!” said Alice. 
 
How many different synonyms can you think of 
which could replace the word said in the 
sentence above? 
 
For example: 
“Look out!” screamed Alice. 



Inverted Commas 

When we want to show that someone (or something) is 
saying something we use inverted commas. Which 
parts of this sentence do you think are being said? 

 

“What a lovely tea party!” exclaimed 
Alice, “I hope they have Earl Grey.” 
 

Inverted commas for speech look like apostrophes but 
there are two of them – one pair at the start of what is 
being said and one pair at the end.  

 

“I love a nice cup of tea.” 



Punctuation in speech 

Notice that there is ALWAYS some sort of 
punctuation inside the inverted commas: 
 

“What a lovely tea party!” exclaimed Alice. 

“Where is the castle?” asked Alice. 

“This door is tiny,” whispered Alice. 

 

You MUST have punctuation inside your inverted 
commas or your spoken words will escape. 

Notice that the word AFTER the inverted commas 
is always lower case. 



Verbs for speech 

When we write speech out we can 
use verbs to describe how 
something is said. Think about the 
starter – there are all kinds of verbs 
which we can use to describe 
speech and help a reader 
understand how something is being 
said without them actually hearing 
it. 

 

Think about which verbs we could 
use for these pictures. The first 
example has been completed for 
you. 

 

 

“I wonder what’s for dinner,” thought Alice. 

“I forgot to turn the oven off!” ______ Alice. 

“Not pasta again!” _______ Alice. 



Nouns for speech 

We need to make it clear to the reader who is saying something. 

In the previous slide it was clear that Alice was speaking because she (a noun) was named. 
Can you see a pattern from looking at the examples below? 

 

“What lovely teeth you have,” grinned the cat. 

 

“I’m going to be late,” cried the rabbit. 

 

“More tea?” asked Alice. 



Main Task 

Write out these examples of speech in your books like the example below: 

 

1) “More tea?” asked the Mad Hatter. 
 

For a challenge, come up with three of your own examples. 

More tea?  

Yes please 

Be quiet 

Yuck! 

Lovely 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Mad Hatter 

Alice 

March Hare 

Dormouse 



Plenary 

Explain to someone how speech is written 
using your knowledge from today. 


