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Date: Monday 17th January 2022  

  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

  

With so many recent amendments to COVID-19 guidance, I wanted to confirm the school’s 

current position regarding testing, how to report results to the school and the current self-

isolation periods.  

  

Temporary suspension of confirmatory PCR tests in education and childcare settings  

As you are aware, confirmatory PCR testing following a positive result on a lateral flow 

device (LFD) has been temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11th January. This means that 

for all education and childcare settings, staff and students who have tested and reported a 

positive LFD result will no longer be advised to get a confirmatory PCR test. This change is 

informed by Public Health advice. With high COVID-19 rates, the risk of a positive LFD 

result being false is very small. We therefore don’t need to ask people to do a confirmatory 

PCR unless they: 

- have symptoms (in which case they need to follow the stay at home guidance, self-

isolate and order a PCR test); 

- wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment; 

- have been advised to take a PCR test because they are in a clinically vulnerable 

group; or 

- have been advised to do so as part of a research or surveillance programme  

  

Symptoms of COVID-19  

Whilst there has been lots of speculation over additional symptoms for the Omicron variant, 

the symptoms (for both adults and children), based on the NHS website, continue to be:  

- a high temperature; 

- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours; or 

- a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.  

  

Government guidance continues to state that there is no need for primary age pupils to test 

regularly, unless they have been identified as a contact for someone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19 and therefore take LFD tests every day for 7 days (this is at the discretion of 

parents of children under the age of 5). On that, I have asked the whole of Y4 to test every 

morning for the rest of this week due to the significant number of cases. The reason for this 
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is that we have had a number of cases whereby children have tested negative on an evening, 

then positive in the morning. Many thanks to the Y4 parents/carers for their support. 

    

Parents and other visitors are strongly advised to take a LFD test before entering the school 

building as outlined in our risk assessment on the school website. 

   

Self-isolating after a positive COVID-19 test result   

The chart below, outlines the current guidance after a positive PCR or LFD test result.  

  As always, thank you for your continued support during the continuation of the pandemic 

and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or queries. 

 

With every good wish, 

Mr Dave Goucher 

Headteacher. 
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