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OPJS Newsletter 
Issue 10 – Wednesday 2nd December 2020 

Academic Year 2020-2021  

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Welcome to the fourth OPJS Newsletter of our term and it’s fair to say that we have had a 

rather interesting couple of weeks since I wrote to you last! Indeed, our Y3 bubble 

unfortunately popped but I have been so very impressed with how all in Y3 have reacted. I 

am pleased that the home learning has been going well and also that our children are 

engaging in the activities set by Mrs Van Roy and Miss Miller. Well done to the children, the 

Y3 Team and I am looking forward to welcoming back our super Y3s on Monday.  

OPJS Update 
 It was great to get our amazing Cookery Room up and running again and a HUGE 

well done to Mrs Warren for making it possible. Y5 had a great time and we’re 

looking to get other year groups cooking in the New Year! A snapshot is opposite.  

 It is not only Y5 who have been busy, Y4 have also been busy building catapults as 

part of their ‘1,273 miles from Rome!’. Once again, it was great to see our children 

getting stuck into some super practical 

activities and snapshots are opposite. Well 

done to all our amazing children in Y4 and to 

Mrs Green, Miss Fox and the rest of the Y4 

team for making it possible. 

 We have welcomed Christmas to OPJS! Okay 

maybe not in our usual way, but we are trying 

to raise some festive cheer! Therefore, 

decorations have been going up, we’ve been 

planning Christmas activities for the last two 

weeks and ensuring that our children can have 

the best Christmas at OPJS possible. It won’t be 

the same but we’ll give it a go! On that we will 

still be holding our annual Christmas 

Competitions! Hooray! There are three 

competitions from which I would like your 

child to enter and every entry gets a prize! Here are the categories: 

For Children 

 Make a Christmas Decoration — Cracker, bauble or who knows! 

 Make a Christmas Card. 

 Decorate a Christmas Digestive Biscuit. 

All children who take part will receive a little Christmas treat! The children will be competing against their own year 

groups, and will be judged on originality of design, creativity and effort. All judging will take place in the respective 

baubles, I mean bubbles, and will be Christmas COVID secure! Now you need not feel left out as there are a few 

competitions for the ‘big’ children’ and these are highlighted on the next page! 

For Adults 

 Make and decorate a Christmas cake 

 Make and decorate a Christmas yule log 
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Given that this year is slightly different(!), we won’t be following the usual recipe from local lass Mary Berry. Instead 

it’s over to you to come up with something that requires not too much effort but, more importantly, tastes good! We 

will hold the competitions on Friday 18th December with the winners announced via Zoom in the afternoon.  

 It was great to see our Y6 have a go at our very own 

challenging cross country course around our school 

grounds and, handily, in the glorious sunshine! A big well 

done to all as well as to Bethan and Jacob who were the 

quickest girl and boy respectively and to Dan, Lily, Heidi, 

Amelia and Lenny for their resilience awards. 

 Just a reminder to say that the proposed INSET day on 

Thursday 6th May has now been rearranged for the 

Wednesday 21st July. Therefore, the last day of the 

academic year is Tuesday 20th July. 

 Just a reminder that you will have received a letter all 

about our ‘Skip to Santa’ on Tuesday 15th December. 

Indeed, we are tasking each child (and member of staff 

btw!) to skip for at least 30 minutes! This will then cover the 

2100Km from OPJS to Santa’s Grotto in Lapland! We’re 

looking to raise funds for a number of great causes 

that include Children in Need, The Anti-Bullying 

Alliance, Save the Children and our OPJS PTA. All in 

all, a fab four to raise funds for! Please do support as 

best you can as I know it’s pretty challenging and 

thank you for your generosity and support. Finally, 

many thanks to Jo F on the OPJS PTA for the super 

poster opposite! 

Dates for the Diary 
Here’s the dates for the diary for the next festive few 

weeks : 

 Monday 7th December: Y5 DT Cookery Project 

 Thursday 10th December: Y5 Forest School 

 Monday 14th December: Jack and Beanstalk 

Panto, Christmas Mufti ALL WEEK and 

Christmas Parties! 

 Tuesday 15th December: OPJS ‘Skip to Santa’  

 Wednesday 16th December: Christmas Lunch 

 Friday 18th December: Christmas Competitions 

and End of term 

 Monday 4th January: INSET Day 

 Tuesday 5th January: Start of Term 3 

And finally,   
Here’s to a festive couple of weeks! Keep going, keep 

smiling and please do keep safe and take care. On that, 

the latest guidance regarding Tier 2 is on the following 

page. 

With every good wish, 

Mr Dave Goucher 

Headteacher. 
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