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OPJS Newsletter 
Issue 4: Friday 22nd October 2021 

Academic Year 2020-2021  

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Welcome to the fourth and final OPJS Newsletter of Term 1! My goodness it’s fair to it has been a rather 

interesting term! Indeed, it has been full of events, activities, adventures and, of course, a few ‘bumps’ in 

the road! Thank you for your continued support over the past seven weeks, especially this week! It is 

much appreciated by us all here at OPJS that’s for sure! From a personal viewpoint, well things aren’t 

getting any easier and can I say thank you for reading all my updates, adhering to guidance and 

supporting the school as we endeavor to navigate our way through this challenging time as well as 

provide the best possible education for all of our children. Let’s catch up on all the news and do get those 

diaries out as there’s a few dates to jot down for next term.  

COVID 19 Update 
As you are aware we have had a significant increase in the number of cases across the school, in particular 

in Y5. As a result, we have changed a few things and tightened up further our procedures as advised by 

BaNES Public Health. Thank you for taking on board the recommendations and guidance. To that end, we 

will continue to follow these guidelines for the first two weeks in Term 2 (weeks beginning 1st November 

and 8th November). Specifically, we will be operating as bubbles and minimize any mixing across the 

school, facemasks in communal areas and a number of indoor clubs have been postponed. On that, Steve 

has sent a message out regarding this, in that if a club is outside and bubbles can be maintained then the 

club will go ahead. Unfortunately, a number of clubs are unable to do this so we will be looking at week 

beginning Monday 15th November for these clubs to resume.  

OPJS Update 
 It was great (and a little emotional to be fair!) 

getting the whole school back together as one for 

the first time in 19 months as we celebrated Harvest 

at Ascension Church. Indeed, seeing everyone back 

together was splendid and here’s hoping that we 

can do the same at Christmas. The children were 

fantastic and shared with us their class Harvest 

pledges as well as sung with real gusto! Oh and a 

cheeky mention and well done to the OPJS Choir 

who performed so well ‘Food Glorious Food’ from 

Oliver! Thank you for the amazing donations for 

Bath Foodbank and a snapshot is opposite. 

Furthermore, it was super to see some of our 

homegrown produce as part of Harvest, especially 
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the bread made from the OPJS wheat! Finally, do have a look at Mr Dack’s handy work as he’s been 

busy once again making movies https://youtu.be/7dYiqgAXTw4 

 Just a note to say HUGE well done to all involved in the OPJS Mini Marathon which raised a 

whopping £1827.20! AMAZING! As a result, half has gone to the OPJS PTA with the other half to 

Children with Cancer. On that, with Gift Aid it’s pushed it up to approx. £1140 which is super! Do 

have a look at the link of the movie that Mr Dack put together: https://youtu.be/axFIRAMwLUU  

 It was great to pop along to the recent PTA meeting and there’s lots to look forward to in Term 2! 

There’s a PTA Newsletter coming out with all the information but do keep Friday 3rd December 

6pm-8pm as this will be our Christmas Fair! All very exciting! The BIG thing is that the PTA does 

need more help so please do contact them if you have some spare time. 

 Well what can I possibly say! It was a truly magical couple of evenings at Bath Abbey last week as 

our amazing children participated in the Voices for Life ‘Stardust’ Oratorio. Seeing our children up 

on the stage with six other schools singing was rather special and I was, as always, a very proud 

headteacher! Well done to all of the 

children and thank you to them for 

all of their efforts as well as Miss 

Butler, Miss Edson and Miss Mullaly 

for their support. Finally, a big thank 

you to Shean and Tessa at Voices for 

Life for all of their support for OPJS. 

A snapshot is opposite. 

 Many thanks for your support for 

last week’s mufti in support of the 

‘Just One Tree’ charity. A whopping 

£209 was raised for this great cause 

and here’s to our own OPJS forest! 

 Thank you for attending this week’s 

Parent/Carer Evenings and please do 

not hesitate to contact school if you 

didn’t manage to make an 

appointment . 

 It was fantastic to accompany Y3 to 

their first ever trip, and for some the 

first time on a coach, to Bristol 

Aquarium! It was brilliant and what 

a great opportunity! Well done to all 

of the children and the Y3 Team for 

organising. A snapshot is opposite. 

 Well I’m sure that you’ve noticed 

there’s something happening outside 

school! We’re getting a Zebra 

Crossing! HOORAY! HUGE thanks 

to parents/carers, BaNES Highways, 
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Cllr Dine Romero, Cllr June Player, Cllr Paul 

Crossley and the FACE team for all of their 

support in making this happen!  

 Just a note to say how wonderful it is to see 

our children returning to activities that we 

have sorely missed over the past 19 months! 

Indeed, great work Mrs Warren and Y6 on 

some rather splendid pumpkin pies! A 

snapshot is opposite. 

 Just a reminder of the OPJS Breakfast/After 

School Clubs. A session at Breakfast Club is 

7.30am-8.30am and costs £4 and a session at 

After School Club is 3.25pm-6pm and costs £11. If you would like to book a place then you will 

need to use our Ipal system and log onto: https://opjs.schoolipal.co.uk/ Please note that for the 

foreseeable future the children will be in bubbles. 

 Mrs Green and her quizzy Globe friend have been busy again and put together yet another cheeky 

Geography Quiz! Here’s a quick update: Thank you for entering into the spirit of raising the profile of 

geography at OPJS. Although entries 

were few and Covid stopped me from 

entering assemblies to announce 

winners, I did celebrate a Lower School 

and Upper School winner for Term 1. 

Congratulations go to Olivia Weston 

from Herschel Class in Year 4 and 

Mollie Cohen from Isambard Class in 

Year 5. They are now the proud owners 

of Globe pencil sharpeners so they can 

now sharpen their pencils and try their 

hand at this rather tricky half term 

challenge opposite. 

Team OPJS Update 
Well it’s been a busy start for Team OPJS with 

a number of fixtures taking place. Here’s an 

update: 

 Well done OPJS FC B who won a 

closely fought local derby with St 

John’s 3-1 to progress to the next round 

of the BaNES Cup. A hat trick from 

Reuben sealed a great win. Well done 

to the team and a picture is opposite.  
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 After a brave performance the OPJS Girls B FC lost 2-1 against St Saviours A in the BaNES Cup. By 

all accounts it’s fair to say that it was a ‘smash and grab’ win by St Saviours A. Needless to say, well 

done to our amazing girls for their performance and all the best to St Saviours in the next round. 

 Our netballers started their cup game with a narrow 

6-4 win away against Moorlands. It was a great game 

and well done to the team and Mrs Edson! 

 Our Year 6s participated in the BaNES Cross Country 

at Odd Down on Tuesday with the boys team coming 

runners-up and the girls team finishing third. A great 

result, well done to the team and thank you to Mrs 

Warren and Mr Green for taking the team. A 

snapshot is opposite. 

Dates for the Diary 

Here’s just a few dates so do please have a look at the OPJS website for the school calendar! 

 Friday 22nd October: End of Term 1 

 Monday 25th October – Wednesday 27th October: OPJS Holiday Club 

 Monday 1st November: Start of Term 2, COP 26 Focus Week and Poppies on sale 

 Thursday 4th November: Outdoor Classroom Day 

 Tuesday 9th November: Y6 Forest School, BaNES Girls Football Tournament and OPJS FC v 

Chandag away 

 Wednesday 10th November: BaNES Y4 Cross Country 

 Thursday 11th Remembrance Day 

 Friday 12th November: PTA Chocolate Mufti 

 Tuesday 16th November: Open morning for Y2 Parents 9.30am-11am 

 Wednesday 17th November: Y5/6 BaNES Mixed Cross Country 

 Thursday 18th November: Open morning for Y2 Parents 9.30am-11am 

 Friday 19th November: Children in Need mufti 

 Monday 22nd November: Y3 Forest School and ‘Jolly Jars’ Week! 

 Tuesday 23rd November: Y5 Forest School 

 Thursday 25th November: BaNES Football Tournament 

 Friday 26th November: PTA Bottle Mufti 

 Friday 3rd December: OPJS Christmas Fair 6pm-8pm 

 Thursday 16th December: End of Term 2 

 Wednesday 5th January: Start of Term 3 

And finally,   
Thank you for reading the final OPJS Newsletter of the year and thank you for your continued support. 

There will be more details regarding Christmas at OPJS closer to the time as it is dependent upon how 

things are. Needless to say, I will keep you posted! Finally, I do hope that you have a safe and restful half 

term and I look forward to welcoming your child back to OPJS on Monday 1st November.  

With every good wish, 

Mr Dave Goucher 

Headteacher. 

http://www.oldfieldparkjuniorschool.com/
mailto:office@oldfieldparkjuniorschool.com

