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OPJS Newsletter 
Issue 5: Monday 15th November 2021 

Academic Year 2020-2021  

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Welcome to the first edition of the OPJS Newsletter for Term 2! Regardless of the challenges, 

it has been a fabulous fortnight since returning with not only our usual ‘Spectacular Starts’, 

but also our COP 26 theme week as well as our poignant Remembrance focus. Let’s catch 

up on all the news and do get those diaries out as there’s a few dates to jot down for our run 

up to Christmas. 

COVID 19 Update 
Many thanks for your support over the past two weeks and I am pleased to say that cases 

have subsided in the school. We do have a couple of cases in children and staff and our 

thoughts are with those individuals, however we are under PHE guidelines which means 

we can return to the ‘new normal’. As a result, clubs have resumed, we are holding 

assemblies once again and we are having shared playtimes. However, given that things are 

still slightly in a state of flux, as well as to minimize risk, this year’s Christmas performance 

will be behind closed doors. This is a real shame; however, I am sure you agree with me in 

that getting us altogether inside Ascension isn’t a risk worth taking. Further details about 

what we will be doing will be highlighted in the next OPJS newsletter. 

OPJS Update 
 As mentioned in my opening paragraph, it was great to start Term 2 with our COP 

26 whole school theme week. Indeed, each year group spent the week focussing 

upon our very fragile earth as well as COP 26. Visitors ranged from Energy Sparks 

through to a presentation from Alice Boden at FACE as well as PAT CEO Mrs 

Tandy and Nina Georgieff. It was a great week with some amazing work produced 

and, more importantly, our children learning all about how to care for our planet 

further. A big well done to all our children and to Miss Fox for organising as well as 

our staff for making it such an important and vital week for our future. A couple of 

snapshots are opposite and here’s to making a greener start by turning the 

thermostat down!  

 Well I can’t quite believe it! Our new Zebra 

Crossing is finished! What a way to start National 

Road Safety Week! Indeed, we will be looking at 

how to keep safe on our roads this week as well 

as how to cross safely on a Zebra Crossing. Once 

again HUGE thanks to parents/carers, BaNES 

Highways, Cllr Dine Romero, Cllr June Player, 

Cllr Paul Crossley and the FACE team for all of 

their support in making this happen! 

 We participated in Outdoor Classroom Day last 

week as well as continue with our Forest School 

provision. As ever, it’s great to get our chiddlers outside as much as possible and well done to all involved for making 

these great opportunities for our school happen! 
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 Just a reminder that we will be holding this year’s OPJS 

Christmas Fair on Friday 3rd December 6pm-8pm. Many 

thanks to those of you who have signed up to help as 

well as your support for last week’s chocolate mufti. 

Things are moving at a pace as raffle tickets are being 

distributed and there’s the ‘Jolly Jars’ homework from 

next week and a bottle mufti on Friday 26th November. 

Oh and let’s not forget the legendary hampers so do 

keep a lookout for your child’s class colour and thank 

you for your donations in advance! Finally, please do not 

hesitate to contact Lia in the School Office to sign up to 

help out! 

 Still on PTA news, please do sign up for the OPJS PTA 

Wine Night that is taking place on Friday 26th 

November. A flyer is opposite and it would be great to 

see you there!  

 Speaking of fundraising, many thanks for your support 

for the OPJS Christmas Cards fundraiser organised by 

Mrs Van Roy. Indeed, over £500 was raised for the arts at 

OPJS which will be put to good use that’s for sure!  

 As always, OPJS paid our respects to the fallen and those 

affected by conflicts during last week as part of 

Remembrance Day. Indeed, Mrs Green escorted our 

School Councillors down to Bath Abbey as well as 

Oldfield Park Memorial Garden to lay wreaths on behalf 

of our school and community. Further, we remembered 

the 33 ex-pupils of South Twerton School who will 

forever be in our thoughts. A couple of snapshots are 

highlighted below. 

 

 Just a reminder of the OPJS Breakfast/After School Clubs. A session at Breakfast Club is 7.30am-8.30am and costs £4 

and a session at After School Club is 3.25pm-6pm and costs £11. If you would like to book a place then you will need to 

use our Ipal system and log onto: https://opjs.schoolipal.co.uk/  
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 Mrs Green and her quizzy Globe friend have been busy again and put together yet another cheeky Geography Quiz! 

Actually it’s a bumper moment as it’s double bubble! 
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Team OPJS Update 
Well it continues to be rather busy and successful time for Team OPJS 

with a number of fixtures and tournaments taking place. Here’s an 

update: 

 First and foremost, HUGE congratulations to the OPJS Girls’ FC 

for winning the BaNES Girls’ Football Tournament! It was 

amazing and the whole team was fantastic! Well done to the 

whole squad and, as a result, they can look forward to the South 

West tournament in the New Year. A snapshot of the whole 

suqad is opposite.  

 It was a very successful Tuesday as the OPJS FC A team pulled 

off a magnificent 3-2 win against a very accomplished Chandag 

side. It was a thrilling game and well done to all involved! 

 Finally, a big well done to the Y4 Cross Country team who won 

the BaNES Cross Country held last Wednesday at the 

Glasshouse. A cracking afternoon was had by all! 

Dates for the Diary 
Here’s just a few dates so do please have a look at the OPJS website for 

the school calendar! 

 Today: National Road Safety Week, Anti-Bullying Week and 

OPJS Girls’ FC v St Martins in the BaNES Cup 

 Tuesday 16th November: OPJS FC v Moorlands and OPJS 

Netball B v St John’s 

 Wednesday 17th November: Y5/6 BaNES Mixed Cross Country 

 Wednesday 17th to Tuesday 23rd November: Book Fair 

 Thursday 18th November: Y4 planting flowers at Brickfields 

and Y6 at Boolean Maths Challenge 

 Friday 19th November: Children in Need mufti 

 Monday 22nd November: Y3 Forest School and ‘Jolly Jars’ 

Homework Week! 

 Tuesday 23rd November: Y5 Forest School 

 Thursday 25th November: BaNES Football Tournament 

 Friday 26th November: PTA Bottle Mufti and OPJS Wine Night 

 Monday 29th November: Y5 Forest School 

 Tuesday 30th November: Y6 at Bath Abbey ‘Moon’ 

 Friday 3rd December: OPJS Christmas Fair 6pm-8pm 

 Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th December: Open Mornings for 

prospective Y2 Parents/Carers 9.30am-10.50am 

 Monday 13th December: Y4 Forest School 

 Wednesday 15th December: Christmas Dinner 

 Thursday 16th December: End of Term 2 

 Monday 20th to Wednesday 22nd December: OPJS Holiday Club 

 Wednesday 5th January: Start of Term 3 

And finally,   
Thank you for reading the first OPJS Newsletter of the term and thank 

you for your continued support. Here’s to a great run in and some 

amazing activities! 
With every good wish, 

Mr Dave Goucher 

Headteacher. 
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