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Oldfield Park Junior School Music Policy  
 

Music is a powerful form of communication that can change the way pupils 

feel, think and act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal 

expression, reflection and emotional development. As an integral part of 

culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate to 

others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider 

world.  

 



 

 

 

Music is, and always has been, an important part of the curriculum. It is a 

subject in its own right but is closely linked to all other core and foundation 

subjects. Research has proven that there is in children an inherent ability to 

respond to and participate in music. We see this first in a baby’s smile when 

listening to a parent’s song. It is through listening to speech patterns of 

musical nature that children first imitate and develop language. Nursery 

rhymes, action songs, songs about counting, fun songs and nonsense songs all 

provide a natural medium through which we first begin to teach our children.  

 

Oldfield Park Junior School aims to make music enjoyable for all pupils. They 

sing, play instruments, listen to music and have opportunities to make their 

own compositions.  

 

The school has a good range of percussion instruments, which the pupils 

learn to play to accompany songs and to make up their own pieces. They are 

encouraged to listen attentively and use musical vocabulary to talk about the 

music they listen to, compose and perform.  

 

Intent  
Children need to experience music activities so that they learn to develop:  

 Self-confidence and independence through performing, composing, 

listening and appraising music. 

 Awareness and appreciation of organised sound patterns.  

 Skills in movement, such as motor co-ordination and dexterity, vocal 

skills and skills in aural imagery (imagining and internalising sounds), 

acquired through exploring and organising sound.  

 Sensitive, analytical and critical responses to music.  

 The capacity to express ideas, thoughts and feelings through music.  

 Awareness and understanding of traditions, idioms and musical styles 

from a variety of cultures, times and places.  

 The experience of fulfilment, which comes from striving for the highest 

possible artistic and technical standard.  

 

Implementation 
The following highlights how Music is delivered at OPJS: 

 The school schemes of work are largely based around the Charanga 

schemes of work and link to the term topic where possible.  

 Each year covers 6 units in an academic year.  

 The teaching and learning is set out clearly, in medium term plans, 

showing continuity and progression.  



 

 

 The weekly learning intention, activities, keywords, necessary 

resources, assessment points, extension and support activities are 

stated.  

 Twice a term, each class complete a 15-20 minute listening activity 

“Music Discovery”. One of these ‘Music Discoveries’ must be linked to 

the period of musical history the year group is studying.  

 Over the course of a year the class will have listened to a wide range of 

music from different periods, styles and countries. ICT Compose 

World Junior is installed on all school computers and each computer in 

the ICT suite has head phones.  

 Each year group completes a block of 3 lessons that are in the schemes 

of work.  

 Teaching Styles: 

o All pupils will gain a variety of learning experiences through a 

combination of whole class work, group work and individual 

work. Practical exploration of music will be central to all lessons 

in the subject.  

 Time Allocations: 

o  Music resources are kept in The Stadium. 

o Pupils receive at least a 30 minute Charanga session each week. 

o Some year groups extra music provision more due to external 

support (i.e. Wider Opps, Bath Abbey). 

o Year 3 learn to play a musical instrument (Djembe) through the 

Wider Opportunities programme.  

o Year 4 will learn the Ukulele to address the gap from Year 3 due 

to COVID. 

o Each year group will receive a six week block of support from 

the Bath Abbey Schools Singing programme. This intervention 

will link in with the current theme of that year group. 

 

Impact 
The Impact will be illustrated through the following objectives being 

achieved.  

 

Children will be provided with opportunities to:  

 Experience tasks that are appropriate to their level, in order to build up 

their self-confidence, and undertake a balanced programme of work, 

which extends their previous achievements in performing, composing, 

listening and appraising music.  

 Explore a variety of sound sources to generate music and develop 

skills using voices, bodies, tuned and un-tuned percussion and pitched 

instruments in individual, group and class activities.  



 

 

 Learn and perform a wide repertoire of songs and pieces in a variety of 

styles and genres from different periods and cultures.  

 Develop skills in controlling musical sounds in the role of conductor 

and explore and variety of signs and notations to record their own and 

other’s music.  

 Develop their use of ICT to create music.  

 Develop skills in the use of music as a form of communication and 

expression through improvisation, adapting original music and 

creating compositions.  

 Develop skills in listening, responding and appraising their own and 

others music, from a variety of purposes, periods and cultures.  

 Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of musical 

elements of rhythm, duration, tempo, dynamics, pitch, timbre, texture 

and structure.  

 

Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing and evidence for recording and reporting is gained 

from teacher’s observations, pupil’s assessment or any other relevant 

material. 

 Charanga ‘Teacher Assessment’ will be used to assess children. 

 Teachers note who is above or below, with the others deemed as ARE. 

 Parents are given an end of year report stating whether their child is 

Below/ARE/ARE+ 

 

Inclusion 
Music teaching at OPJS is fully inclusive. No child is excluded by reason of a 

learning difficulty, or because they have English as an additional language. 

Experience has indeed shown that such children can derive particular benefit 

from taking part in musical learning activities and music can make valuable 

contribution to children with different educational needs. All children benefit 

from focused experiences in a wide range of musical experiences.  

 

Musical learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full 

and active participation of all pupils. Work is differentiated as appropriate to 

the needs of individual children. Pairs and groups for collaborative work may 

be made up in different ways, depending on the task. Higher expected 

outcomes, further questioning and differentiated, extended tasks challenge 

children who are musically gifted and talented. Children that have 

instrumental tuition have the opportunity to learn to read music, compose, 

improvise and perform using their instrument in music lessons and perform 

in assemblies.  

 



 

 

Health and Safety 

The following rules must be reinforced:  

 With the teacher’s permission and training, class music monitors are 

allowed in The Stadium to set up / collect / return resources.  

 No instruments are to be played without an adult present.  

 If a teacher’s hand is put in the air all children must stop playing, put 

instruments down and listen to the teacher.  

 All mouthpieces must be cleaned with sterilising wipes (kept in The 

Hub) after being played.  

 

History of Music 

Over the year, each year group studies six periods of musical history: 

 Term 1: Medieval  

 Term 2: Renaissance  

 Term 3: Baroque  

 Term 4: Classical  

 Term 5: Romantic  

 Term 6: Twentieth Century  

 

A termly Singing Assembly is used to focus upon each period. 

 

Other topics or themes (i.e. Black History Month) are sometimes incorporated 

into the curriculum and links made to music. 

 

Music in Assembly 

Music is to be used at every opportunity! 

 Music in assembly will be included to enhance the quality of collective 

worship.  

 Each a week a particular piece of music is chosen by a staff member for 

the children to walk in and out to. The name of the piece, composer, 

period of history (from which the piece has come) and who has chosen 

the music will be displayed for the children to see and will be 

introduced during the weekly singing assembly. Once a term the music 

will relate to the period of history being studied.  

 The music will include listening to pieces of music as well as 

presentations of performance and compositions by the pupils.  

 Once a week, to replace an assembly there is a Upper/Lower School 

Singing practice of hymns and songs.  

 The music activity in assembly will be planned as an extension and 

development of the National Curriculum, particularly those relating to 

presenting music to others in a variety of contexts. 


