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Geography Policy  
 

What is Geography? 

Geography is the study of the earth's form, its physical and human features and 

climates.   

 

Geography at our School: 

Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. In Key Stage 2, 

geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to 

people, places and environments at different scales in the United Kingdom and 

overseas and an appreciation of how places relate to each other and the wider world. 

They will learn how to draw and interpret maps and develop the skills of research, 

investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge and 

understanding of human geography, children will gain an appreciation of life in other 

cultures. Geography teaching also enables children to recognise the importance of 

sustainable development for the future of mankind.  

 

Aims and Objectives 

 To foster children's sense of awe and wonder at the beauty of the world around 

them 

 To stimulate children's interest, knowledge and understanding in their 

surroundings and in the variety of human and physical conditions on the 

Earth's surface 

 to increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a 

respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-

cultural country 

 to encourage children to develop an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ 

means 

 to allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and 

interpret maps 

 to develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, field work, 

problem solving, ICT, investigation and how to present their conclusions in 

the most appropriate way.  

 



Geography in relation to the National Curriculum: 

 

Most children entering the school in Year 3 will be able to…. 

 describe the main features of localities and recognise similarities and differences 

using basic geographical vocabulary such as beach, cliff, coast etc 

 be aware of the four nations of the UK, their names and capital cities 

 use a map and atlas to identify the continents and oceans of the world 

 find out about places and environments by asking and answering questions, by 

using their own observations and other geographical enquiry skills and resources. 

 

KS2 children will… 

 study places and themes at different scales – from local to national in the United 

Kingdom and overseas and investigate how people and places are linked and how 

they relate to the wider world  

 study how and why physical and human features are arranged as they are in a 

place or environment and how people are influenced by and affect environmental 

issues, rivers and mountains as well as identifying geographical processes  

 focus on geographical questions like 'What is it like'?, 'How did it get like this'? 

and 'How and why is it changing'?, 

 develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork and IT skills, 

geographical terms, making and using maps and using photographs. 

 

By the end of Key Stage 2 most children will be able to… 

 explain the physical and human characteristics of places and their similarities and 

differences 

 know the locations of key zones, such as the Tropics, and geographical areas 

around the world, such as rainforests 

 explain patterns of physical and human features 

 recognise how selected physical and human processes cause changes in the 

character of places and environments 

 describe how people can affect the environment and explain the different views 

held by people about environmental change 

 undertake geographical investigations by asking and responding to questions and 

using a range of geographical enquiry skill, fieldwork, resources and their own 

observations. 

 

During KS2 all children will… 

 develop language skills through talking about their work and presenting their own 

ideas using sustained and systematic writing of different kinds 

 use geographical language and draw maps and diagrams to communicate 

geographical information 

 have opportunities to consider their own attitudes and values and those of other 

people 

 develop a respect for the environment and be encouraged to evaluate their own 

and other's effect or impact on it. 

 

 

 

 



Progress in Geography will be characterised by… 

 an increase in breadth of studies ie the gradual extension of content – places, 

themes and environments to be considered, 

 an increasing depth of study ie the gradual development of general ideas and 

concepts and deeper understanding of increasingly complex and abstract 

processes, patterns and relationships, 

 an increase in the spatial scale of study ie the shift in emphasis from local, smaller 

scale studies to more distant, regional, national, continental and global scales, 

 a continuing development of skills ie the use of specific geographical skills such 

as map work and more general skills of enquiry matched to children's developing 

cognitive abilities, 

 increasing opportunities for children to examine social, economic, political and 

environmental issues ie the chance to develop greater appreciation and 

understanding of the influence of people's beliefs, attitudes and values on 

alternative courses of action relating to people, places and environments. 

 

 

Curriculum and Organisation  

Within the current cross-curricular, topic based curriculum taught at Oldfield Park 

Junior School, Geography should be integrated across the curriculum and into the 

topic where possible. It should be ensured that the planning of Geography should 

focus on teaching geographical enquiry and skills and not mere coverage of a 

knowledge or fact based study, in order to ensure that the statutes of the National 

Curriculum are met. 

 

The teaching of geographical enquiry and skills should be used to develop knowledge 

and understanding of places, patterns and processes, and environmental change and 

sustainable development.  

 

These key skills are: 

 To ask geographical questions 

 To collect and record evidence 

 To analyse evidence and draw conclusions 

 To identify and explain different views that people hold about topical 

geographical issues 

 To communicate their findings appropriately 

 

To develop these skills, pupils should be encouraged to: 

 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary 

 Use appropriate fieldwork techniques 

 Use atlases and globes 

 Use secondary sources of information including aerial photos 

 Draw plans and maps 

 Use ICT 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross-Curricular Opportunities 

Geography can support other areas of the curriculum. Geography contributes to the 

teaching of Literacy by actively promoting reading, writing, speaking and listening – 

pupils may enhance these S & L skills through discussion, debate, questioning and 

role play (key skill). Geography contributes to the teaching of maths in a variety of 

ways. Children may enhance their data handling skills through the interpretation of 

information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form (key skill). We use ICT to 

enhance such skills as presentation of written and graphical work and researching data 

(key skill). 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Lessons have an enquiry focus with most concentrating on a geographical problem, 

issue or question. Objectives and expected learning outcomes are shared with the 

children. A variety of learning intentions should be planned by teachers ranging from 

observation work to enquiry investigations and from games / role play to problem-

solving scenarios where pupils are encouraged to critically evaluate information and 

viewpoints, and make decisions. Discussion of ideas is encouraged to clarify thinking 

and facilitate the organisation and communication of their knowledge. By regularly 

summarising, recalling and carefully questioning, teachers can reinforce links 

between the Areas of Study (eg sustainability and local area study). 

 

Children will be given opportunities to: 

 

 Take increasing responsibility for their work 

 Work independently and in groups 

 Be involved in tasks of varying duration 

 Undertake teacher directed and child initiated tasks 

 Undertake a balanced range of activities including: investigation, 

interpretation, oral and written work and role play 

 Use books, documents, maps, ICT, charts, geographical records and be 

involved in fieldwork  

 Ask questions and form hypotheses 

 Find, record, analyse and evaluate information 

 Communicate their knowledge through discussion, writing, pictures, friezes, 

photographs, models, maps and charts to other pupils and the teacher 

 Evaluate and assess their work 

 

 

Equal Opportunities and Special Needs Provision 

 

All children, regardless of race and gender, will have equal opportunities to 

participate in all activities. Pupils with Special Needs will be taught through 

differentiated work and a variety of teaching strategies.  Teachers seek advice via the 

SENCo for children with physical disabilities, when planning field study activities.  

Class teachers are aware of statements and EHCPs of individual pupils and these will 

be taken into account in the planning of activities. Children for whom English is a 

second language are particularly able to contribute and take a leading role in 

geography lessons where their home country is the focus. 



Resources 

 

There are a range of atlases, globes, and books within the school. In recording some 

aspects of the geography curriculum the iPad is invaluable. 

The school website shows some useful geography websites that could be accessed at 

home or in school to further enhance the children’s learning. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Assessment - We assess progress in geography in the following ways: 

 

 Formative – short term assessment to inform lesson to lesson planning 

 Quality marking (to the LI) 

 Teacher assessment based on class work produced 

 

Recording – Work is recorded in topic books when appropriate. 

 

Reporting – As part of the Annual Report to parents, reference is made to a child’s 

capabilities in Geography regarding key skills. Oral reporting of progress can also be 

made in Teacher / Parent consultations. 

 

Monitoring 

 

It is the role of the co-ordinator to monitor and evaluate the Geography Curriculum 

throughout the school and then report to the Head. We monitor and evaluate the 

curriculum in the following ways: 

 

 

 

Mrs Green  
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