
 
Curriculum Statement 

 
What is the impact of Covid19 on our curriculum?  

 

 Our hope is to maintain and, where possible, improve on the various topics we 

have shaped over the last few years. We believe that the current situation carries with it 

the added responsibility of providing the children in our care with creative, imaginative 

and robust experiences which will help with their wellbeing and assist in us collectively 

closing the gap caused by their time in lockdown. 

 

Why is a knowledge and skills based curriculum important? 

 
Our curriculum has been carefully designed and developed in order to provide the 

children in our care with essential skills and a solid knowledge base. These two areas are 

intrinsically linked and, for our children, development in one of these cannot 

successfully take place without equal focus on the other.  

 

Instances of these cornerstones can be found across the school in every facet of 

our curriculum. During topic introductions, practitioners will help the children develop 

their factual understanding in order to support practical and written tasks to maximum 

success. For example, in Year 3, children will gather vocabulary and factual information 

about the ocean in order to complete written and spoken tasks around these themes. 

Likewise, children in Year 6 will gather historical and scientific information linked with 

their Space topic. This knowledge will provide the children with the tools needed to 

support and develop debating techniques, writing tasks and practical activities.  

  

We also believe that the teaching of specific skills will support factual 

understanding. This is particularly evident in mathematics lessons; acquiring the skills 

needed to count on or back by given amounts will lead to the children acquiring the 

 Oldfield Park Junior School 
Version: 3 

Curriculum Policy 
Date Author(s) Notes 

Drafted 2019 Glenn Dack  
Reviewed 2020 Glenn Dack Additional mention of Covid  

Adopted 2021 Glenn Dack Rewrite pending – cultural capital 

Reviewed    
    

Sub-Committee:  Governor:  

Policy to be submitted and reviewed by the end of T1 2019 



 1 

knowledge needed to multiply and subtract. Building on these principles, our children 

find greater success in their learning through progression, leading to them applying their 

knowledge and skills in a multitude of different contexts such as problem solving and 

investigational work. Because of these factors, we see the development of reasoning and 

the strengthening of ideas as essential components in our school curriculum.  

 

 

What are the goals of our curriculum? 

 

In order to inspire, enthuse and motivate, we have developed a broad and 

balanced curriculum designed to enhance the children’s experiences and build upon their 

understanding of the world around them. Our children are able to apply their knowledge 

and skills with growing independence and, by the time they leave us, they are equipped 

with the learning strategies needed to enter the next stage of their educational lives with 

confidence and enthusiasm.  

 

By developing the children’s vocabulary, language, knowledge and understanding 

of the world, our children have a greater range of experiences upon which to hang the 

words, phrases and ideas that they decode through their learning. The emphasis that we 

place upon trips (Warner Bros. Studios, the Roman Baths, Cadbury World, and Bristol 

Zoo to name but a few), external visitors (authors such as Stewart Foster and our artist in 

residence, Jane Scott) and unique experiences for the children impacts positivity upon 

their learning through the development of their factual understanding.  

 

We believe strongly in the value of practical, hands on, interactive and enjoyable 

experiences to help develop the skills and knowledge set out in our curriculum. It is 

important to develop strong learning skills, such as perseverance, confidence, 

independence and the ability to take risks, so that pupils can contribute fully to school 

life. The use of our outdoor learning areas and the interactive approach we apply to all 

facets of the curriculum combine these principles perfectly. In mathematics for example, 

lessons are carefully linked to our topics where possible and experiences away from the 

classroom are often commonplace. These approaches to the subject (TOTEM) provide 

our children with fresh contexts, perspectives and experiences through talk, engagement 

and movement. 

 

Our curriculum also places a greater emphasis on social skills. We want to 

produce learners who are confident, creative and robust, and our curriculum is geared 

towards supporting the development of strong personal characteristics (our City of 

Heroes topic in Year 6, and Rainforest Rescue in Year 5 reflect this ethos). 

Opportunities to participate in community events broaden the children’s experiences and 

understanding of others, as well as developing social skills. Multiculturalism and 

religious values are explored through our topic choices and visits (the local mosque for 
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example), and the children are encouraged to reflect and discuss their ideas and 

understanding in a safe, tolerant and moral setting.  

 

Our passion for the arts and the importance we place on it as a subject is evident 

through its integral placement in our curriculum. As a school we are actively involved in 

the Take One art project during Term 5. Through art appreciation, creative thinking and 

visits in our local community, the topic provides beneficial and inspirational 

opportunities which children, in particular our disadvantaged pupils, might not normally 

get. This example reflects much of our attitude towards the curriculum and learning as a 

whole – a curriculum that provides unique and relevant experiences for all.    

 

 

What is the aim of our curriculum? 

 

With our curriculum, we therefore aim to: 

 

 Be productive 

 Consider carefully the sequence of what is taught in order to support progress 

 Provide core knowledge necessary for success 

 Build deeper understanding, and to be constantly reflective as practitioners 

 Facilitate progress in all areas of a vibrant curriculum 

 Nurture and care for every child so that their individual strengths and needs are 

met and celebrated 

 Provide a safe, inspirational and motivating learning experience 

 

 

 


