
 
Intent 

At Oldfield Park Junior School, we value Art and Design as an important part of the 

children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Art and Design provides the 

children with the opportunities to develop and extend skills and an opportunity to express 

their individual interests, thoughts and ideas. 

 

Art, craft and design embodies some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-

quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping 

them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of 

art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and 

develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art 

and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and 

wealth of our nation. 

 

Aims 

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all KS2 pupils: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical 

and cultural development of their art forms. 
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Objectives 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use 

of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different 

kinds of art, craft and design. 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Implementation 

The teaching and implementation of the Art and Design Curriculum at Oldfield Park 

Junior School is based on the National Curriculum and supported by a skills-based 

approach. 

 

The children are taught Art as part of their termly topic work.  Areas covered include 

sculpture/3-d work, printing, painting, sketching, textiles and multi-media. Through Year 

3-6, the children make progress through the learning of increasing skills and art awareness 

and appreciation. The work of famous local, national and international artists are explored 

to enhance the children's learning.  More detail can be found in the Art Curriculum Map. 

 

The children's learning is further enhanced with a whole school art topic in the summer 

term; where all children have the opportunity to visit a local Museum and gallery, 

studying a piece of art in line with the National Gallery’s Take One project. The piece 

chosen by the museum is then used to inspire the children which creates the basis of our 

child-led planning. 

 

Impact 
Through the delivery of an inspiring and rich Art & Design curriculum, children are 

enabled to not only make progress through skills acquired, but also to express themselves, 

in this way they feel a sense of individuality and freedom. Children’s well-being and 

mental health is of paramount importance to us at Oldfield Park Junior School, and the 

impact this subject has on the children is clear to see.  

Due to the skills and genres the children gain through art, craft and design; they then feel 

passionate about the subject which inspires them to participate in the Arts Award. The 

children are given the opportunity to gain either the Explore or Bronze level of this 

qualification, which they complete during an extra-curricular club. 



The children’s work is celebrated throughout our school displays and during open 

evenings and events. Some of our children’s work has also been exhibited in The Holburne 

Museum, showcasing their work generated from the Take One project. The impact this has 

on the children’s self-esteem is immeasurable.  

 

Oldfield Park Junior School has achieved the gold Arts Mark due to the implementation 

and impact of the art and design subject across the school. 

 

Art and Design Curriculum Planning 

At Oldfield Park Junior School we use a progression of skills based scheme of work as a 

framework to guide our medium-term planning. Each topic and surrounding calendar 

events are the basis of our themes for our curriculum planning in art and design.  

Our Art and Design subject leader monitors the planning to ensure each child at Oldfield 

Park Junior School is given the opportunity to learn different approaches of art and 

design; ensuring there is evidence of an appropriate balance and distribution of work 

across each term.  

 

The Art and Design subject leader is responsible for monitoring these plans to ensure the 

progression of skills across the Key Stage is evident. While we give children of all abilities 

opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding; we also build on 

common skills so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up 

through the school; this becomes evident in their sketch books. The children will also 

study a minimum of 4 artists/architects/designers during their KS2 learning; enhancing 

their knowledge of this particular subject. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

At Oldfield Park Junior School, we value every child. Every member of the school 

community should feel safe, secure, valued and of equal worth. Equality is a key principle 

for treating all people the same irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, disability, religious 

beliefs/faith tradition, sexual orientation, age or any other recognised area of 

discrimination.   

We seek to provide a rich and relevant curriculum for all pupils. The curriculum taught 

will prepare our children to become full and active citizens in an ethnically and culturally 

diverse society. Art curriculum seeks to challenge stereotypes based on gender, race or 

ability and provides equal access and educational outcomes for all pupils.  

All children will have access to activities and resources linked to the topic being studied 

and relevant to their developmental needs. All children will be encouraged to fulfil their 



potential as all children have equal entitlement to the Art and Design curriculum. 

Differentiation in art is achieved through a range of strategies: 

 Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where children are challenged; 

 Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group; 

 Using additional adults to support of the work of individual children or small 

groups. 

 

Disadvantaged children, including SEND and Pupil Premium children will be given 

further opportunities and priority to participate in events such as gallery and museum 

visits, theatre trips and extra-curricular clubs.  

 

Assessment and Recording 

We assess the children’s work in art and design whilst observing them working during 

lessons, through reviewing work collected in sketch books and by listening to their 

discussions on art. This information is used by the teacher to make an informal assessment 

of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to parents.  

 

The Art and Design subject leader will keep evidence of the children’s work by monitoring 

a sample of art pieces throughout the year. This will include children’s Arts Award log 

books. 

 

Resources 

We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of art and design across the 

school. This includes basic resources such as paint brushes, palettes, water containers etc, 

and more specialised equipment; all of which is stored in the art cupboards at the end of 

our school hall. This cupboard is accessible to adults only.  

 

Monitoring and Review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in art and 

design is the responsibility of the art subject leader. The work of the subject leader 

involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of art and design, being informed about 

current developments in the subject, providing opportunities for CPLD and delivering this 

where needed, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 

The art and design subject leader completes a Subject Action Plan which reports on 

achievements, standards and provision and indicates areas for further improvement. This 

is carried out at least three times a year. 

 



Health and Safety 

In order for children to remain safe when using the variety of tools needed in Art and 

Design, children need to develop a knowledge and understanding of safety procedures 

and rules.  This will include considering risks and hazards and the following of simple 

instructions to control risk to themselves and others.  The children are shown how to use 

tools and other pieces of equipment safely. 

 


